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The Bare Facts
I  was  recent ly  on the  phone (note  to  Mi l lennia ls ,  Gen Zers ,  A lphas :
the  phone is  s t i l l  the  best  way  to  work)  wi th  Je f f rey  Dei tch ,  one of
the  t rue  ar t  wor ld  OGs.  He has  seen i t  a l l—from art is t  to  ga l lery  to
auct ion house partner  to  museum director .
He made a  point  about  "now vs .  then" .  He descr ibed a  t ime when
there  was  a  genuine community  of  co l lectors  who went  to  shows
and ga l ler ies  together ,  shared informat ion about  what  they  loved,
made introduct ions ,  and knew each other—or at  least  knew of  each
other .
Cut  to  today :  co l lectors  are  large ly  in  the i r  own s i los ,  f l y ing  pr ivate
to  the  Wor ld  Cup or  the  next  ar t  event ,  exper ienc ing  ar t  pr imar i ly
through a  screen.  I t ’ s  a  major  change af fect ing  a l l  o f  us ,  dr ip  by
dr ip .
So  how do we get  i t  back?  As  a lways ,  the  answer  i s  counter intu i t ive .
We th ink  that  because we are  a l l  connected through Instagram and
TikTok ,  we have bui l t  community—but  i t ' s  a  fa lse  one,  bu i l t  less  on
rea l i ty  than on the  l i fe  we wish  we were  l i v ing .  I 'm certa in ly  not  the
f i rs t  person to  say  that ,  but  i t  bears  repeat ing .  We have to  make
consc ious ,  ind iv idual  choices ,  pro ject  by  pro ject ,  person by  person.
We are  s tar t ing  to  see  that ,  as  descr ibed in  yesterday 's  i ssue of  Th is
Month in  the  Market  wi th  two r is ing  Londoners ,  Rose  Easton and
Huma Kabakc ı .
PS :  I ’m in  Ca l i forn ia  th is  week ,  so  the  Baer  Faxt  team reported f rom
the fa i rs .  Read the ir  thoughts  be low.
________________________________________________________________________________________

Dispatches from the Armory Show and Independent 20th Century

It’s not a shock, but the works on view at Independent 20th Century look great in the
Breuer Building. This year marks the first time the fair has taken over the historic
space—formerly the home of the Whitney Museum, now Sotheby’s headquarters—
and it felt right at home. Galleries have room to breathe, traffic flows naturally, and
the building’s modernist signatures form a natural dialogue with Independent’s 20th-
century highlights, elevating what is otherwise a rather routine event. It all throws
into stark contrast just how awkward a fit the building is for an auction house.



We a l l  know the  Armory  Show is  not  what  i t  once  was .  Fewer
col lectors  t rave l  to  be  there ,  and many brand-name ga l ler ies  no
longer  part ic ipate  (certa in ly  not  the  megas) .  But  the  move to  la te
September  was  c lever ,  as  i t  f rees  up the  gr id lock  of  post -Labor  Day
openings  that  once  required antac id  to  cope wi th  a l l  the  v isua l
s t imul i .  P lus ,  i t  gets  to  r ide  on the  coat ta i l s  of  the  e legant ,
upmarket  Independent  20th  Century .

But  the  Armory ’s  s t rength  th is  year  lay  in  the  Focus  and Presents
sectors ,  where  young ga l ler ies  could  sh ine ,  and were  genera l ly
more compel l ing  than a l l  the  more recognizable  names.  These
sectors  can somet imes fee l  a  b i t  undergraduate ,  but  th is  t ime they
fe l t  more  l ike…promise?  A  generat ion of  young ga l ler ies  (many f rom
NYC)  are  coming into  the i r  own and th ink ing  creat ive ly  about  how
to be  cost -ef fect ive  wi thout  compromis ing  on f la i r .  But  that  doesn ’ t
mean fa i rs  are  any  eas ier  for  them.  To  a l l  our  co l lectors  out  there :
your  support  goes  a  long way.  Shout  out  to  LA 's  V ie lmetter  and
Bucharest ’ s  gæp ga l lery  for  two very  d i f ferent  but  s imi lar ly  a l lur ing
insta l la t ions  of  works  on paper .  In  other  ways ,  the  Armory  i s  s t i l l
the  Armory :  weird  and wacky  hats  abound.

News/People
New representat ions :

Jane Swavely  wi th  kaufmann repetto .  Pr ices  range f rom $15,000–
$40,000 USD.
Quent in  James McCaf frey  wi th  A l i son Jacques .  Pr ices  range f rom
$20,000–$85,000 USD.
Dav id  Smal l ing  wi th  TEMPLON.  Pr ices  range f rom $8 ,000–$46,000
USD.
The estate  of  Hermann Ni tsch  wi th  MARUANI  MERCIER.  Pr ices
range f rom €25,000–€650,000 EUR.
Sarah Ba l l  w i th  P i lar  Corr ias ;  Hopie  Hi l l  w i th  Char les  Moffet t .
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Appointments/Departures :

Jonathan Abbott ,  CEO and Director  of  MOCA Los  Angeles
( former ly  GBH) .
Haley  Shaw,  Senior  D irector  of  Gaze l l i  Ar t  House ( former ly
T imothy  Tay lor ) .
Candice  Madey ,  US Senior  D irector  at  Josh L i l ley  ( former ly  On
Ste l lar  Rays ) .
Rachel  Atk inson Marr in ,  Managing  Director  at  Gurr  Johns ,  Inc .
( former ly  Phi l l ips ) .
Cédr ic  Fauq,  Curator  of  Contemporary  Internat ional  Ar t  a t
Moderna Museet  ( former ly  Capc  Musée d ’ar t  contempora in  de
Bordeaux) .
César  Garc ía -A lvarez ,  Q+ Art  Curator -at -Large  at  the  Pa lm
Spr ings  Art  Museum.
Dar ia  Foner ,  V ice  Pres ident ,  Spec ia l i s t ,  and Head of  the  Old
Master  Pa int ings  Part  I  Sa le  at  Chr is t ie ’ s  in  New York  ( former ly
Sotheby ’s ) .
N ick  Orchard ,  promoted to  Head of  Pr ivate  Sa les ,  Impress ionis t
and Modern Art  in  EMEA,  and Chairman of  Modern Br i t i sh  Art ;
and Cr is t ian  A lbu,  promoted to  Head of  Pr ivate  Sa les  and 20th
and 21st -Century  Art  in  As ia  Pac i f i c ,  in  addi t ion  to  h is  ro le  as
Deputy  Chairman and Head of  Auct ions  at  Chr is t ie ’ s .
Ben Wi l l i s ,  promoted to  Head of  Pr ivate  Sa les  for  EMEA,  based in
London;  and Rupert  Banner ,  promoted to  Head of  Pr ivate  Sa les
for  the  Amer icas ,  based in  New York  at  Gooding  Chr is t ie ’ s .
Chloë  Re i th ,  promoted to  Director  of  The Common Gui ld .
Hannah Grossman,  promoted to  Execut ive  Director  at  H igh
Desert  Test  S i tes .



Auct ions/Other :
In  Hong Kong,  Sotheby ’s  Important  Watches  auct ion achieved a
record-break ing  HK$426 mi l l ion  ($55 mi l l ion  USD)  wi th  98% so ld
by  lot ,  mark ing  the  h ighest - tota l  watch sa le  in  the  company ’s
h is tory  and the  most  va luable  watch auct ion ever  he ld  in  As ia—
just  topping  Phi l l ips  record $51.5m ear l ier  th is  year .
In  Par is ,  Chr is t ie ’ s  sa le  of  the  Graz ie l la  Pat iño de  Ort iz  L inares
Col lect ion tota led €38.7m,  wi th  86% so ld  by  lot ,  whi le  Artcur ia l ’ s
auct ion The Rothschi ld  Taste :  A  Legacy  tota led €4.38m,  wi th  a
whi te-g love  resul t .
Her i tage  Auct ions  has  launched i ts  new Stamps category  under
the leadership  of  Char les  F .  Shreve ,  V ice  Pres ident ,  S tamps,  and
Tracy  L .  Carey ,  Cons ignment  Director .
Mexico ’s  f i rs t  internat ional  contemporary  ar t  b iennia l ,  B ienal  de
Yucatán,  wi l l  open at  the  end of  November .
Old Master  dealer  De Jonckheere wi l l  return to  Paris  this
October  after  a  ten-year  absence,  opening a  new space at  65
rue du Faubourg Saint-Honoré.
Mennour  wi l l  open a  new locat ion at  26  Avenue Mat ignon in
Par is  th is  October .
Brusse ls ’ s  Har lan  Levey  Pro jects  i s  now Levey  Kwok,  cement ing
the longstanding  co l laborat ion between Har lan Levey  and Winnie
Kwok.
In  London,  two new “micro  ga l ler ies”  have  opened in  Bow Wharf :
Room 10 and Permanent  Locat ion.
Braz i l ian  ar t is t  Luc ia  Laguna (1941–2026)  has  passed away.
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